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The Symposium and Congress of Indonesian Primates 2019 was held in Yogyakarta, 
coordinated and led by the Indonesian Primatological Association (PERHAPPI). The 
event consist of 10 different symposiums theme with a total number of 231 people; 
11 journalist, 20 different conservation NGOs, 13 government agencies, 7 
international universities, and 16 local universities participated in the Symposium 
and Congress of Indonesian Primates. This event invited 12 guest speakers to cover 
primate conservation from various perspectives. The success of symposium as 
scientific communication can be shown by 45 articles that being accepted for further 
publication in the scientific journals. The meeting also facilitate PERHAPPI to 
reorganize their members and structure. 

Out of the 110 studies presented in this symposium, most research were conducted 
in the West Java, Central Kalimantan and West Kalimantan. The majority of the 
research presented in this symposium were about Pongo pygmaeus, Hylobates 
moloch and Macaca fascicularis. The current problem that we faced related to 
Indonesian primates are on the taxonomical level of Tarsius sp, slow loris and 
Presbytis sp have the largest taxa members and its taxonomy and distribution is 
unclear, same with the other two genus. 

Primate tourism and digital technology can be a sustainable and effective way to 
implement primate conservation in low economic income areas. This approach has 
been implemented in some areas that study gibbons (in Java and Mentawai Island) 
and proboscis monkey (in Central Kalimantan), and proven to be effective to 
promote habitat conservation and species protection. Developing sustainable 
commodities for livelihood program can be used to engage communities in the 
habitat of endangered primates, and to mainstream Indonesian primate 
conservation.

All the recommendation mention in this report will be present to the Indonesian 
Ministry of Environmental and Conservation (KLHK) to help with future policy 
regarding Indonesian primates. Hopefully the information mentioned bellow can also 
encourage people to do more research in other region in Indonesia with other 
understudied species. 

Series of Post Congress Training Program, have done on different topics in East 
Java,  Central Java, West Sumatra, and Central Kalimantan to enhance knowledge, 
field experience, capacity  and networking of Indonesian young primatologist 
especially at habitat region. 

/Summary
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/Introductions
Indonesia is a center of global biodiversity and 
conservation. However, Indonesia also receives global 
scrutiny and attention especially for threats to primates 
and how the country tackles them. Primatologist are 
obligated to actively play a role and collaborate to 
protect and conserve primate biodiversity in Indonesia. 
This is also necessitated by the fact that primates in 
Indonesia are facing huge threats. There are 48 primate 
species in Indonesia, however habitat loss and 
fragmentation, the illegal primate trade, and hunting are 
serious threats for some Indonesian primate species. 
At least 25 primate species in Indonesia are listed as 
endangered, such as slow lorises (Nycticebus spp.), 
Simakobu (Simias concolor), orangutan (Pongo spp.), 
and Black crested macaques (Macaca nigra) in 
Sulawesi.  

The Symposium and Congress of Indonesian Primates 
2019 will be held in Yogyakarta, coordinated and led by 
the Indonesian Primatological Association (PERHAPPI). 
Currently there is no regularly held meeting or primate 
symposium for Indonesian primatologists to update 
and share knowledge, as well as build networks to 
strengthen primate conservation efforts in Indonesia. 

Thus, the Symposium and Congress of Indonesian 
Primates 2019, will actively develop communications 
by inviting Indonesian primate conservationists and 
researchers to discuss the recent condition of 
Indonesian primate conservation, and the next steps 
we should take to protect primates in Indonesia. While 
enhancing the network of Indonesian primate 
researchers and conservationists, we also hope to 
develop public awareness surrounding the inherent 
value of Indonesian primates and their native habitat.

Objectives
We have goals to strengthen the network of Indonesian 
primate researchers and primate conservationists in 
Indonesia, also develop public awareness on the 
critical value of Indonesian primates and their native 
habitat. Our specific aims are to facilitate the exchange 
of knowledge, information and field experience and to 
create synergy among actions and initiatives protecting 
habitat and primate species in Indonesia.

The key objectives of Symposium and Congress 
of Indonesian primates are:
· Create platform to facilitate the Association of 

Indonesian Primatology (PERHAPPI) to have a 
congress for further Indonesian primate 
organizations.  

· Produce symposium report containing 
recommendations for Indonesian Primate 
Conservation

· Compile a database of primate research 
activities and conservation fieldwork, from site 
level to national level, with a key contact 
involved at the grassroots level.

· Update and share recent primate and primate 
conservation knowledge in Indonesia, 
including primate research and ecology, 
primate trade and rehabilitation, primate 
habitats and conservation intiatives. 

· Established and promote networking among 
Indonesian primatologists and 
conservationists.

· Conduct post symposium  training program 
congress in 2 different cities to reach a wider 
audience.
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/Activities 
report

hSymposium and congress of Indonesian primate officially open on the 18t  of September 2019 by Ditjen KSDAE Ir. 
Wiratno, M.Sc. He mentioned that 19 years ago, as chief of BKSDA he also join the Kongres of Indonesian 
Primates, so the meeting this year, are reunion among Indonesian primatologist and conservationist. Ir. Wiratno 
said that he now already break the communication barrier, his number open for public who want to report about 
Indonesian wildlife. This is important to get feedback and report from the field, including primates, conservation 
and it's problems. Communication strategy needs to improve and modified to accommodate people to save our 
primates.

Opening

Keynote Speakers

Today there are 61 species of Indonesian primates. 
Tarsiers:  10 species, lorisidae: 6  species, macaques: 
11 species, leaf monkeys: 23 species, gibbons: 8 
species, and orangutans: 3 species. Habitat loss 
happened in Kalimantan, Sumatera, and Sulawesi. 
Unsustainable consumption on commodities and 
deforestation are happen in all Indonesian primate 
habitats. Industries that make progress are Pharmacy, 
Health, Food, Agriculture, Cosmetics, Ecotourism etc., 
most of them are biodiversity resources base. What we 
need is to apply science and Technology. Primate 
Tourism and ditigal technology could be potential 
solution to promote primate conservation, however 
need long-term commitment and regulation. 

“Indonesia Primates: Facing complicated 
challenges on Socio-economic Development”

 Ir. Wiratno, M.Sc  (Ditjend KSDAE)

Prof. Jatna Supriatna, M.Sc., Ph.D.
Keynote Speaker
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Indonesia is a very important place to study the 
evolution, distribution and diversity of Primates 
members, both extinct and still sustainable. An 
abundance of Primate fossils were found in Indonesian 
sites, especially Java, which originated from the early 
Pleistocene to the Holocene. Some Primates members 
have become extinct, including Meganthropus 
paleojavanicus, Homo erectus, Homo floresiensis and 
Trachypithecus auratus sangiranensis. Some Primate 
species also lived in an area, but were unable to be 
found again in the following period. Pongo sp. and 
Macaca nemestrina lived in Java during the 
Pleistocene, but they were no longer found on Java 
when they entered the Holocene. Massive 
environmental changes were allegedly responsible for 
their absence in Java.

“Fosil-fosil Paleoprimatologis in Indonesia”

Landscape approach is better for conservation due to 
Integrated ecosystem protection, anticipation of land 
use change, anticipation of limited resources, 
contribution enhancement of community and 
concessions, human-wildlife mitigation conflict 
collectively, support of effective business management.  
We call it the KEE Wehea-Kelay Forum, there are 8 
concessions, 8 participating institutions and 2 CSOs 
that have joined, the majority of land managers who 
have joined are on the black dot. The goal of 532,143 
ha area of collaborative KEE Management for 
orangutan habitat has been agreed and signed on April 
17, 2015 attested by the East Kalimantan Governor. 
Currently 357,091 ha (67%) of the target is agreed and 
included in the KEE.  An additional of 11,158 ha is 
pledged to be included under the management 
agreement signing. Out of the 15 companies operating 
in the landscape, we managed to get the commitment 
of 6 companies to work together to manage this 
orangutan habitat. We also engaged indigenous 
community of Wehea that managed the protected 
forest. 

“Landscape Approach of Orangutan Conservation 
in Wehea-Kelay"

Arif Rifqi
Keynote Speaker

Drs. Rusyad Adi Suriyanto, M.Hum
Keynote Speaker
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Primate is a commodity, business as usual. Small 
benefit in global context, but involving many traffickers, 
many sources (species) and wider geographic range. In 
primate trafficking case: 70% for pet trade, 10% bush 
meat, 5% retaliatory killing/pest, 10% supply zoo, 5% 
for souvenirs. Recently based on species traded, 
Bekantan (Nasalis larvatus) was also traded, previously 
gibbons, orangutan, langurs are most often found in 
the illegal market. The opportunity and challenges we 
face in wildlife trade are; so many species to handle 
and protect, various modus operandi to uncover, low 
traction (law enforcement), less deterrence, low 
sentence in jail, adaptive NASAP implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation. Indonesian government and 
NGO’s need to work together to increase campaign 
strategy (raising species profile) to protect primate 
species and solve primate trade. 

“Primate Trade Situation in Indonesia”

We have problem that our nocturnal primate species is 
lack of Data on population, whereas current threats for 
the this primates are for pets and medicine (70%) 
habitat loss and land transformation. Taxonomy on 
Slow loris are debatable, however with molecular 
taxonomy we can avoid the extinction of unrecognized 
species, we can avoid wrong identification and ID up to 
subspecies level. 

“Molecular Taxonomy on Slow Loris Species”

Dwi Adhiasto
Invited Speaker

Ir. Wirdateti
Invited Speaker
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Internet user in Indonesia increase from 143,26 million people in 2017 to 171, 17 
million people in 2018. The user mostly are millenials (15-40 years old). This means 
the digital world are catching up and we have to use is to the fullest for our 
campaign strategy. Build your social media goals either to build awareness, 
empower people, advocacy, fundraising, etc. 

“Sosial Media & Internet for Primate Conservation in Indonesia”

In research using animal, researcher have to be able to explain why they need to use 
a certain species of animal. Russel and Burch said that there are 3 principles of 
humane experimental technique; Replacement (animals and primates as the last for 
experiment), reduction (use the smallest animal), refinement (use the best 
experimental method). Primates have a huge role in human health and environment, 
that is why we have to use non-invasive methods as much as possible. We can use 
non-human primate in spontaneous and isomorphic research model; cognition, 
comparative psychology, evolutionary anthropology. In the past years, PSSP has 
been leading research on non-human primates. Some of the research include SHIV 
study, Macaca fascicularis as Alzheimer model, papilloma virus model, primate’s 
genetic analysis, and sexual behavior of Spectral Tarsier in captivity. 

“Non-human primates in Biomedical Studies; 
Key in harmonizing human and eco-health”

drh. Huda S. Darusman, MSi, PhD
Invited Speaker

Ismail Agung
Invited Speaker
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25 years ago tarsier taxonomy accepted two species, Tarsius spectrum across all of the lowlands of Sulawesi and 
surrounding islands, from Sangihe to Selayar, Buton to Peleng, Tarsius pumilus known from two mountain tops in 
Central Sulawesi.  Niemitz and others had recently described a third species, Tarsius dianae, from Kamaroa. 
Today, the list now includes 12 species, as I announce the description of Tarsius niemitzi from the Togean Islands. 
I have trained more Indonesian students how to study tarsiers in the field than I can count, but none of them have 
continued the research. So my major reflections of 25 years of primate research in Indonesia is that Indonesia has 
been through major changes since 1994, and while much has been accomplished, the is very much left to do and 
very little time left to do it.  

“Reflecting on 25 Years of Primate Research 
in Indonesia”

We search all research in “Web of Science” to see the 
track record of Indonesian researcher and other 
research conducted in Indonesia and found 439 
articles. Indonesian research institutes haven't done 
much in term of publication for the past 10 years. 
Indonesian primatology journal is not well known 
internationally. The most popular species in Indonesia 
respectively are macaques, orangutan, gibbon, slow 
loris and langur. Central Kalimantan is the most studied 
area, while Central Java, Lampung, North Kalimantan, 
West Sulawesi and North Sulawesi are understudied. 
This problem can be tackled by building Indonesian 
researchers capacity (increasing language 
competency), build a knowledge center to facilitate 
data sharing between organisations and researcher, 
and open access publication. 

“Primate Research in Indonesia: 
Reflection for the Past 10 Years”

Dr. M. Ali Imron
Invited Speaker

Dr. Myron Schekelle
Invited Speaker
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Animal Rescue Center is a place to carry out activities for the maintenance of 
confiscated animals or findings or surrender from the community whose 
management is temporary prior to the stipulation of further animal disposal by 
the Government. Goals of rehab center: rehabilitating and returning primates to 
their natural habitat, restoring and reinforce populations, decide the release 
sites carefully and based on research data. Since 2011, Aspinal foundation has 
rescued 295 animals. The species that inhabit the rescue center are mostly 
javan gibbon and javan langur. We have to pay attention to several things 
before we can release an animal; quarantine to make sure the animals are 
healthy and won't spread disease, study a proper release sites that can 
accommodate animals, post-release observation to make sure the animal 
survive. 

“Rehabilitation and Reintrocduction of 
Javan Endemic Primates: 8 years journey of 
Javan Primate Rehabilitation Center”

There about 14,182 of Bekantan in the wild, distributed in naturally in Kalimantan, 
they live at multi type habitat, such as peat swamp, fresh water swamp, Kerangas, 
rubber plantation, and limestone karst habitat. Totally 25,500 km2 of bekantan 
habitat, 40 % has decreased, only 4.1% within conservation area. Hunting and 
habitat fragmentation is main problems. Integrative approach and collaborative 
management should be applied for bekantan conservation. Sustainable tourism and 
habitat rehabilitation can do both synergy benefited to community and bekantan as 
well.

“Bio-ecologi and Conservation 
of Proboscis Monkey”

Drs. Made Wedana
Invited Speaker

Tri Atmoko, M.Sc.
Invited Speaker
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Sulawesi is very important because of the large number of endemic species. There 
are 7 endemic macaques species in Sulawesi, one of them is M. nigra or Yaki. Yaki's 
population are declining because they were hunted by local people for bush meat. In 
Tangkoko, through Macaca Nigra Project has activities based on 3 approach e.g 
research, education and conservation. 

“Sulawesi Macaques: Macaca nigra Research 
and Conservation Status”

Dwi Yandhi Febriyanti
Invited Speaker
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/Participant and
symposium categories

A total number of 231 people from 11 media outlets, 20 
different conservation NGOs, 13 government agencies, 
7 international universities, and 16 local universities 
participated in the Symposium and Congress of 
Indonesian Primates. 

Symposium Participant

a.  By category of stakeholders

b. By gender
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c. By participation

d. Study Sites

e. Symposium categories
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f. Study species
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Maxent Distribution Modelling Workshop
25-26 November, Malang, East Java

International and local NGOs

University representatives (students, lecturer, researcher)

Local governments and administrations

Others (e.g. consultancy, general, high school students)

Total number of participants

6

17

1

1

25

Scientific, Popular Writing, and Infographics Workshop
7-8 November, Solo, Central Java

Training on Primate Survey Method 
(for Gibbon Survey and Fruits Trails)
11-12 November, Padang, West Sumatra

Introduction and Training on Primate Survey Methods 
(for Orangutan Studies)
13-17 November, Tuanan, Central Kalimantan

International and local NGOs

University representatives (students, lecturer, researcher)

Local governments and administrations

Community

Total number of participants

International and local NGOs

University representatives (students, lecturer, researcher)

Total number of participants

International and local NGOs

University representatives (students, lecturer, researcher)

Local governments and administrations

Total number of participants

11

43

6

2

63

3

21

24

3

12

2

17

/Post congress
participants
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/Symposium schedule
and content
Opening ceremony

Opening ceremony Symposium and Congress of 
Indonesian Primate, was a dance  performance by 
Mentawaian indigenous tribe to entertain and introduce 
Mentawai Primates and its cultural value to  all 
participants and guest on the first day. 

A group of Mentawai indigenous tribe was invited to 
attend the symposium and congress to perform their 
traditional dance. This group are member of Uma 
Malinggai Traditional Mentawai in Southern Siberut 
who active doing conservation of Mentawai primates 
through cultural education. We invite this Mentawaian 
to introduce Mentawai primates and it's cultural value 
for Indonesian primate conservation. The group 
perform a gibbon dance based on their natural stories 
in Mentawai.  Watch here for the gibbon dance during 

opening ceremony:  https://youtu.be/3g1356FydHo . 
Attendance of Mentawaian also give motivation to 
conservation activities at site level, where native people 
has important role in primate conservation too.

Group photo, with all participants, guest, speakers and organizer committee. 

Mentawai traditional dance at opening ceremony



 Introduction to IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group, 
Section on Great Apes  by Dirck Byler (Vice chair IUCN 
Primate Specialist Group SGA)

IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group, has 10 sections, 
and Section on Great Apes currently have 144 
members. The Section on Great Apes is a group of 
experts active in research on and conservation of great 
apes. 

The Section serves as a forum for discussion and 
information exchange; it establishes guidelines for best 
practices in research and conservation; its members 
formulate action plans, and advice on effective 
protection of great ape populations. For further info 
about IUCN Primate Specialist Group SGA can be 
found in this link : http://www.primate-
sg.org/great_apes.

The event were followed by presentations by our 
keynote speaker Prof. Jatna Supriyatna and Mr. 
Rusyad talking about research in Indonesian primates 
and primate anthropology. After that the participant 
went to their respective symposium to give a 
presentation or to attend on the presentation they are 
interested in. 

There is also a poster presentation and exhibition in 
from of the seminar room, so participant can get more 
information about the poster and ask the researcher 
themselves. The exhibition was there for the whole 3 
days. 

We also open a booth for the participant if they want to 
sell their goods or promote their conservation project. 

On the second day, there are presentation from our 
guest speaker about landscape conservation. And 5 
different symposium in three respective rooms. We also 
open donations for forest fires in Kalimantan for the 
participant by selling our seminar kit and t-shirts. There 
is also NGOPI, an event to introduce Professor Jatna's 
new book, plus a bit of nostalgia about the first primate 
research in Indonesia. During that event 5 different 
NGO plus community also introduce their product to 
support conservation. 
Last day there are to symposiums. The event was 

closed by Direktur KKH-KLHK Ms. Indra, she voice her 
support as government body and her hope that the 
outcome from this event will help support Indonesian 
Primate Conservation. There is also field trip to 
observed slow loris and the next day field trip to the 
Museum of Early Men Sangiran. 

Posters session Group photo field trip to Sangiran Museum

Javan slow loris observed during field trip

17
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/Result based on
stated objectives

a.  Facilitate Indonesian Primatological Association 
(PERHAPPI) to select their organization structure for 
2019-2021 period. To restart the organization, 
registration for membership were open during the 
symposium, all participants are recommended to be 
member of PERHAPPI. Congress was conducted on 
the 20th of September 2019, facilitated by previous 
committee members, the congress was successfully 
choose PERHAPPI officers: Dr. Didik Prasetyo as 
chief of PERHAPPI; Dr. Ike Nayasilana as Secretary; 
and Treasure is M. Arif Rifqi. 

b.  A total number of 45 papers are accepted for further 
submission to the Journal (e.g 15 papers will be 
submitted to Biodiversitas Journal and 30 papers 
will be submitted to Journal of Indonesian 
Primatology) 

c.  Total of 148 participants are registered as members 
of PERHAPPI. To maintain communication and 
information sharing, selected PERHAPPI officers will 
follow further events. 

d.  Recommendation, (this conclusion based on 
moderator summary notes, discussions, 
presentations, Q&A sessions were covered during 
the Symposiums:

 Orangutan symposium

- 14 oral presentation, representative all 3 
species of Indonesian orangutan based study 
in the wild and rehabilitation center. 

- The importance of a long term research to 
understand more about Orangutan, started 
from 3 research station in the 70s, now 
become 14 research sites distributed in 
Sumatera and Kalimantan. 

- There is report on Strategy and Action Plan for 

Orangutan (SRAK) for general guideline 
Orangutan research and conservation in 
Indonesia.

- New technology have been adopted to study 
orangutan with Unmanned Aerial Vehicle and 
sound recorder,  combine with ground survey it 
will increase effectivity and efficiency man 
power.

- Landscape priority for Pongo pygmaeus 
pygmaeus: Danau Sentarum National Park – 
Betung Kerihun National Park - Labian 
Leboyan.

- Landscape priority for Pongo pygmaeus  
wurmbii: Sebangau - Runyan - Kahayan

- There is still lack of research for the species of 
Pongo tapanuliensis and sub species  Pongo 
pygmaeus. 

- Indonesian researchers must publish more of 
their research results

 Gibbon Symposium

- More collaborative research between gibbon 
conservationists in Indonesia. 

- Gibbon action plan: Lead by IUCN SSA, the 
participant of Gibbon symposium also 
discussing about Indonesian Gibbon Action 
Plan. The target of the action plan, 
collaboration with local people and key 
organizations. 

- Innovative approach for gibbon conservation 
education, through board game, was initiated 
in central java for Javan gibbon.

- To promote gibbon watching as ecotourism 
and educative tourism. Local community has 
important role in gibbon conservation, gibbon 



watching has been initiated as alternative eco-
tourism to promote Mentawai Gibbon 
conservation.

- Longterm research has been conducted in 
Hutan Citalahap Gunung Halimun Salak 
National Park,

- Enhance livelihood program for gibbon 
conservation, especially gibbon in the outside 
of conservation area, recommend to create 
sustainable forest product and services  that 
will benefit for local people and the gibbon as 
well

 Symposium of Biomedical and 
Biomolecular

- A study in Papua (near Jayapura) about 
Macaca fascicularis, learn about their potency 
as invasive species, based on phylogenetic 
analysis this  macaques close to the Bornean 
group.

- A thermal imaging have been used for better 
understanding primate wellbeing. 

- Health monitoring using non-invasive sampling 
methods (urine, feces)

- Molecular markers can be used to identify 
species/subspecies to support species release 
and conservation programs

- Monitoring the area by involving the community 
to reduce the high hunting of primates. 

- Providing incentives for the community 
involved can be in the form of ease of entering 
tourist areas within conservation areas.

 Ex situ, Rehabilitation and 
 Reintroduction Symposium

- Research about gibbon, and orangutan 
behavior in rehabilitation center has been done 
and there are also research about their 
behavior in ex situ location such as in Gembira 
loka Zoo, for better understanding and primate 
managements should be implemented in other 
zoos in Indonesia.

 Symposium of Wallacea's Primates

- Only 3 presenter on the Walacea symposium, 
represent  Macaca nigra and Macaca Maura, 
however a Tarsius research and conservation 
are presented by a keynote speakers.

- Need more researchers and conservationist 
working on Sulawesi primates

- Currently there 12 Tarsius species in Sulawesi, 
and 7 species macaques.

- The major result of 25 years of sustained 
research on the tarsiers of Sulawesi, is the 
identification of priorities for habitat 
conservation within Sulawesi and the 
surrounding islands.  Each of these areas 
represents a zone of endemism, a zone of 
tarsier endemism

 Bekantan Symposium

- Priority location for Bekantan research and 
need to enhance conservation status of the 
habitat (e.g Danau Sentarum landscape, Rawa 
Gelam in South Kalimantan)

- To enhance natural habitat network, especially 
in the concession are of plantation forest in 
West Kalimantan.

- Newest study in Bunyu island, North 
Kalimantan province, noticed that highest 
population of Bekantan located in Sungai 
Kelong. 

- Bekantan watching and educative tourism, 
could be potential conservation activities to 
generate sustainable conservation fund. 

 Symposium Ecology and Primate 
Research

-  The talks obtained in this symposium are that 
most of the primates included in the research 
topic (Presbytis, Trachypithecus, Tarsier, and  
Macaques) are often found in areas that 
intersect with humans, such as community 
gardens and tourism, to corporate 

19
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concessions.
-  There is finding on Critically endangered 

Presbytis chrisomelas  in Danau Sentarum 
National Park, need to be followed up with 
further studies to know their population and 
range distribution, this species also possible 
share their range distribution up to Malaysia.

 Symposium Primates in Human Habitat

-  Need to change the mindset of longtailed 
macaques conflicts as "sources of conflict" to 
"objects"

-  Need to overcome primate conflicts in and 
around urban areas

-  It needs efforts to conserve slow loris outside 
the conservation area

-  Connectivity of Slow loris habitat can increase 
their natural behavior as arboreal animal.

 Symposium Media Social, Education 
    and Primate Trade

-  There needs to be a synergy between offline, 
online education strategies and creative 
innovations to reach a wider target audience 
for primate conservation.

-  Handling of living evidence needs to be done 
quickly and has been strengthened with the 
attorney's circular and Ministerial Regulation 
(Permen no 26)

-  Efforts to reduce and prevent animal crime 
need to be done holistically

-  There is Journal of tropical peatland, as new 
platform for publication of primate research in 
Indonesia especially that be found in the 
peatland habitat.

 Landscape (Orangutan) Symposium

- Landscape based conservation have been 
initiated in Rungan landscape, Central 
Kalimantan, Batang Toru Landscape, and 
Wehea- Kelay in East Kalimantan

- Collaboration from stakeholders and research 
station is important to promote orangutan in 
Batang Toru landscape. 

 Focus Group Discussion on Presbytis 
genus 

- Recommend to increase protection status at 
Genus level, for Presbytis species. This genus 
have the largest taxa members and its 
taxonomy and distribution is unclear. Many 
species have not been protected. 

- The latest findings on Presbytis chrysomelas in 
Danau Sentarum, West Kalimantan, 
collaborative study on their distribution and 
population is needed between  Indonesia and 
Malaysia because this species can be found in 
this two countries

- There needs to be a special symposium on 
Presbytis species or Colobine monkeys in the 
near future.  
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/List of full paper 
accepted for publication 

The committee will facilitate participant who want to publish their full paper on Journal of Biodiversity 
(https://smujo.id/biodiv)  and Journal Primata Indonesia (https://journal.ipb.ac.id/index.php/primata) . We will also 
cover the publication fee partially. Below is the list of the paper who will be publish. 

Table 1. The titles listed below will be published in Journal of Biodiversity
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Table 2. The listed titles bellow will be published in Journal Primata Indonesia
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/Media stories

1. https://jogja.tribunnews.com/2019/09/18/ugm-simpan-ribuan-fosil-orangutan-jawa
2.  https://merahputih.com/post/read/ecotourism-primata-belum-dikelola-maksimal-untuk-pikat-wisatawan
3. https://swaraowa.blogspot.com/2019/09/konservasi-primata-jawa-dengan-board.html
4.  https://jogjainside.com/peneliti-ugm-populasi-orangutan-di-jawa-punah-kini-tinggal-fosil/
5.  Chirpified: #kongresprimata2019 on Twitter https://chirpstory.com/li/461768
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/Reflection
from participants

“This event provide a chance to 
have a reunion between all my 
friends and vet who are 
working int the same field. 
primate enthusiast and allow 
me to get an update about the 
latest conservation issues. I 
hope all primate research and 
findings will  not just stopped 
on paper but also real actions.”
https://youtu.be/VSgzG0GwjnI

drh. Wendi Prameswari
YIARI INDONESIA

“ For me this is a big reunion of 
all Indonesian primate 
enthusiast and conservationist. 
We could also take a moment 
to appreciate Prof. Juwantoko 
as one of the early Indonesian 
primate researcher. Young 
people nowadays are very 
creative  we aill wait for the 
future karya from Indonesian 
young conservationist “
https://youtu.be/LBMjCbC3c8Q

Dr. M. Ali Imron
Invited Speaker

“ This event is very interesting. 
I hope we have more of this 
event so we can share the 
latest news about primates, 
and primate enthusiast like me 
will know who to approach as 
an expert to ask about primate 
related issues.”
https://youtu.be/jRp8jsj9Yto

Riza Marlon
Wildlife Photographer

Ella Brown
Gunung Palung 
Orangutan Conservation 
Program

“It is really amazing to see so 
many people from different 
part of Indonesia coming to 
gather and sharing all the 
research and information that 
theve learn  primates. I hope 
that all the organizations 
attending can do educations 
trougout all the different places 
so people who didn't live in the 
forest can get the 
representative from the 
organization to come and get 
the education so they will know 
the lattest news and will get 
interested and want to help in 
conservation”
https://youtu.be/r7X_km3tIlg
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/Post congress
training program

Due to Arcus foundation support, we are able to conduct a post- congress training 
activities in Java, Sumatera and Kalimantan for various topic and different subject. 
The training/workshop has aim to enhance knowledge and capacity of Indonesian 
primate conservationist and young researchers. Collaborate with local host 
organization/universities, the training targeted local students, NGO staff, government 
staff, journalist and local community based organization who involved in Indonesian 
primate conservation. The training conducted in 2-4 days with class and field works. 

Figure 1. Maxent workshop in Malang Figure 2. Scietific and popular writing workhsop
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Figure 3.  Introduction and Training on Primate Survey Methods

Figure 4. Training on Primate Survey Method
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/Post congress
activities report
Maxent Distribution 
Modelling Workshop
25-26 November, Malang, East Java

This activity is primarily intended for students, 
lecturers, as well as researchers, conservation 
enthusiast and practitioners of primate conservation. A 
total of 25 participants took part in the workshop. In 
the registration period, there were 51 prospective 
participants who registered who were then selected 
based on the relevance of study / activity interests and 
basic capabilities of GIS.

The training was held for two days. The first day 
consist of presentation from two speakers; Mr. Iwan 
Setiawan from Javan Langur Center (JLC) and Ms. 
Salmah Widiastuti from IPB University. Mr Iwan 
presents about “Rehabilitation and Reintroduction of 
Primates from East Java”, he explained about the 
mechanism of work at the JLC (quarantine, 
socialization to release). The high activity of hunting 
Javan langurs in East Java, make it necessary for 
environmental activists, especially wildlife, to establish 
mutual communication. Special attention is needed 
regarding Javanese primates because of their 
fragmented habitat and the massive hunting. Ms. 
Salma present about “Maxent application for 

modeling the suitability of Javan gibbon (Hylobates 
moloch) habitats in the Dieng Mountains”, she said 
that based on the MaxEnt application of some specific 
Javanese gibbon environment variables, it is obtained 
that important environmental variables to conserve 
Javan gibbon are natural forest, elevation and 
temperature, and distance from production forests. The 
extent of the forest area as a suitable habitat in the 

2Dieng mountains is 81.29 km .

The second day of the training was practical sessions 
lead by Mr. Swiss Winasis the founder of Burungnesia. 
Participants are invited to process environmental 
variable data that has been prepared and distributed to 
participants, using GIS software (ArcGIS or QGIS). The 
preparation of environment variable data is one of the 
most important and complicated stages because there 
is often no data ready to process, so MaxEnt users 
must prepare the data independently. The encounter 
data and environment variables that are ready 
(according to the MaxEnt format requirements) are then 
processed with MaxEnt which produces a map of Java 
gibbon probability based on its environment variables. 
One of the participants of this workshop written the 
step by step of this application modelling for 
Indonesian audience, and published here in 
swaraowa’s blog : https://swaraowa.blogspot.com 
/2019/10/pelatihan-pemodelan-distribusi-spesies.html

Group photo workshop Maxent
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Scientific, Popular Writing, 
and Infographics Workshop
7-8 November, Solo, Central Java

There are four speakers who present in this workshop; 
Mr. Ahmat Dwi Setiawan (Managing Editor 
Biodiversitas Universitas Sebelas Maret Surakarta), and 
team from national journalist (Media Indonesia) Mr. 
Gurit Ady Suryo (Head of Research editor, Devisi 
Content and Richment Media Indonesia), Mr. Andras 
M. Zay (Manager Social Media and Sales Support 
Media Indonesia) and Mr. Budi Setyo Widodo (Artistic 
editor, Media Indonesia). 

In addition to scientific writing, popular writing skills 
with interesting language style become the most 
important part when speaking the quantity and quality 
of publications in the world of the general public. 
Learning to do popular writing, tricks in conveying 
messages to the general public in the form of visual 
and informative become important when the results of 
research, findings or important milestones are well 
conveyed. 

The final session of the two days of training became a 
priority schedule for participants. This training session 
was fully delivered by Media Indonesia. At the end of 
this session an infographic competition was held and 3 
(three) winners were selected with three important 
issues namely Java Primates on the verge of 
extinction, Forest and Land Fires, and Threats to 
Sumatran Tiger. 

 Group photo for scientific and popular writing workshop

Training on Primate Survey 
Method (for Gibbon Survey 
and Fruits Trails)
11-12 November, Padang, West Sumatra

 Group photo for training on primate survey method in West Sumatera

This training held for two days in Andalas University. 
The first day Mr. Rizaldi (Lecturer of Andalas University) 
present about “Indonesian Primate Conservation 
and the significance of population and distribution”. 
He explains about the various methods of surveying 
primates and how their behavior are unique. He also 
said that there are still a lot of things explore in West 
Sumatra, about the primate taxonomy and an area that 
haven’t been researched before. After that There is 
presentation by Mr. Asferi from Yayasan Kalaweit 
Indonesia, he talked about “Siamang and Gibbon 
Conservation in West Sumatra”. He explain the order 
from rescuing animals to releasing them back to the 
wild. Some situation with sickness and a choosing the 
proper release site, observing the animals and 
patrolling around the forest for hunting and fires. The 
third speaker is Ms. Ike Nurjuita from PERHAPPI and 
Universitas Sebelas Maret who talked about 
“Introduction to the primate survey method: a 
survey of orangutan populations using the Nest 
Survey and Fruit Tail method” and Mr. Arif Setiawan 
from SwaraOwa “Introduction to primate survey 
methods: fixed-point triangulation / vocal count for 
distribution surveys and gibbon populations”. They 
both explain on different methods of surveying 
primates, depend on the species and the data we can 
collect. 
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On the second day, participants were invited to 
practice the gibbon survey method using the fixed-
point count or vocal count method, as well as the fruit 
trail which support vegetation surveys for various 
purposes. The practice session then continued with the 
analysis of the distribution and population data of the 
gibbons, and analysis of the results of the fruit trail. 
Each group analyzes the data and briefly presents their 
results and experiences. 

Introduction and Training on 
Primate Survey Methods 
(for Orangutan Studies)
13-17 November, Tuanan, 
Central Kalimantan
his workshop was held in Central Kalimantan, 
especially introducing basic method  for Orangutan 
studies in the wild. During four days, participants stay 
in the renowned Tuanan research station. The first day 
start with camp and project introduction by Mr. 
Kristana P Makur. This station has seven primates 
including Orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus wurmbii) and 
gibbon (Hylobates agilis albibarbis), some research 
activities that are taking place at this station are data 

on orangutan behavior, camera traps, microbiome 
research, ethnobotany. This session also includes 
explanation about survey method and vegetation data 
collection presented by Mr. Fajar Sputra. 

The second day is practical day for vegetation survey 
and orangutan behavior and nest survey method. The 
purpose of this practice is expected so that 
participants understand more the contents of the 
material that has been given and apply methods in the 
field directly. Furthermore, participants also practiced 
taking data on orangutan behavior directly. Participants 
also had the opportunity to see orangutans being 
social (copulation) while they were practicing data 
collection. The evening was filled with sharing of 
research results from Dr. Ike Nurjuita Nayasilana about 
rehabilitation orangutans and Kristana P. Makur, M.Sc 
about the importance of liana to the lives of orangutans 
in Tuanan. 

Day three allow the participant to do any project they 
want for that day. Participants were divided into 4 
groups, three groups chose to take a nest survey (data 
taken included nest, vegetation and fruit trail data). 
These three groups are divided based on the transect 
that has been chosen. And the last group choose to do 
orangutan behavior observation. 

The last day was 
community service in the 
village around camp and 
presentation about their 
one-day project the day 
before. The participant 
donate books and 
stationaries for the local 
school they visit and 
present their project

 Group photo for introduction and training on primate survey method in Central Kalimantan
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/Final budget
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/Organizing team
Chair: Arif Setiawan, email : wawan5361@gmail.com; HP +6281329061732, 
founder and director of SWARAOWA (www.swaraowa.org ), a local conservation organization 
based in Yogyakarta, working for conservation of Indonesian Gibbon species (Javan gibbon 
and Mentawai Gibbon)  member of IUCN primate specialist group, member of  Special 
Section on Small Ape (IUCN SSA), and conservation committee member at International 
Primatological Society.

Vice Chair: Dr. Ike Nurjuita Nayasilana, S.Si., M.Si, email: nayasilana@gmail.com, HP: 
+6281380081417.  Lecturer at  University of  Sebelas Maret Surakarta (UNS Surakarta), 
specialist on Biology, Ekology dan  Conservation of Orangutan, Member of Indonesian 
Primatological Association since 2002 and member of Indonesian Orangutan Forum (FORINA) 
since 2009

Treasure:  Nor Aoliya, email: liya_ao@yahoo.com , HP : 085347387572  
Master student candidate,  Bachelor study  in Javan gibbon, was worked as field assistant at 
Macaca Nigra Project, and coordinator Orangutan Keeper at Yayasan Jejak Pulang, East 
Kalimantan in 2016-2019

Secretary: 
Eka Cahyaningrum, email : ec.cahyaningrum@gmail.com 
HP 081285571016/085715423204 (Whatsapp) currently as Primate scientist at Borneo Nature 
Foundation, working with Red-leaf langur and White-bearded Bornean gibbon in Central 
Kalimatan, has interest on primate social behavior and bioaccoustic.

Hesti Dwi Setianingarum.  Email: hestimyrash@gmail.com; HP : +62 818-0732-2432. Currently 
undergoing a Masters degree at the National University Postgraduate School with a Masters in 
Biology Study Program and she is member of the Primate Research Center National 
University

Administration and publication: Kasih Putri Handayani, M.Sc., 
email: kasihputri288@gmail.com . HP : 081328593744 Previous study on Presbytis potenziani 
in Siberut Conservation Program, and doing research on Javan surili in Mt. Merbabu, Central 
Java, Indonesia, currently as SWARAOWA team and officer at Wildlife Conservation Forum 
Yogyakarta.

Field Coordinator: Mahfud Sodiq M.sc ., email : mahfutsdk@gmail.com, 
HP 081366666169,  Phd candidate, Forestry Faculty of Gadjah Mada University, Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia. Have been doing research on Javan Slow Loris in Central Java, Indonesia. 
Currently also working as government officer  at  Way Kambas National Park, Lampung, 
Sumatera, Indonesia. 

/Steering committee
Prof. Jatna Supriatna, M.Sc., PhD., Universitas Indonesia. 
Email: jatna.supriatna@gmail.com 

Dr. Noviar Andayani. Wildlife Conservation Society Indonesia Program. 
Email: n.andayani@wcsip.org / nandayani@wcs.org/ nandayani@wcsip.org

Dr. Sri Suci Utami Atmoko. Universitas Nasional, Jakarta. 
Email: suci_azwar@yahoo.co.id

Ermayanti, M.Si. Email:  ermayanti82@yahoo.com
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/Thank you to our partners
We are grateful to our partners and sponsors. This was a valuable experience for us and the participants to put everything they 
learnt during the symposium. Thank you to PERHAPPI for giving the trust and valuable support  to carry out the conference 
meeting and post conference activities. To our sponsor Arcus Foundation, Borneo Nature Foundation, SwaraOWa, 
Gembiraloka Zoo, The Orangutan Project, Global Wildlife Conservation, Margoth Marsh Biodiversity Foundation, IUCN SSC 
Primate Specialist Group, IUCN SSA, Four paws, Yayasan Jejak Pulang, IPB and UGM we would like to thank for all kind of 
support.

We truly appreciate the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry and Environment  (KLHK) who open and close the event, and great 
thanks to all moderators, MCs, guest speakers for inspiring the participants with their guidance, advice, stories and films 
during the workshop. To  all volunteer we would like to thanks for all contributions. We feel fortunate that we had the 

thopportunity to bring the the 5  Symposium and Congress of Indonesian Primates, where there is a need and urgency to 
established and promote networking among Indonesian primatologists and conservationists.
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